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United States Named Host Nation for 2031 and 2033 Rugby World Cup 
Tournaments 

DUBLIN (May 12, 2022) – Today, the World Rugby Council voted to officially select the United 
States as the host nation of the 2031 Men’s Rugby World Cup and the 2033 Women’s Rugby 
World Cup. 
 
This moment marks a pivotal turning point for the sport of rugby in the United States and 
around the world. This will be the first time a Men’s Rugby World Cup has been held in North or 
South America, as a new hosting concept is put in place as the U.S. stages consecutive Men’s 
and Women’s events within the same organizational structure. The unparalleled growth made 
possible by bringing the world’s third-largest sports event and the fastest growing women’s 
event to the world’s largest sports market cannot be overstated. 
 
As part of a new partnership hosting model, USA Rugby and World Rugby will now work 
together to grow the sport in the United States over the next decade in preparation for hosting 
rugby’s pinnacle event on U.S. soil. 
 
“I speak for the rugby community and fans across the United States when I express our sincere 
gratitude to World Rugby for their trust in and endorsement of our vision to grow this 
incredible sport exponentially across our country,” said USA Rugby Chief Executive Officer Ross 
Young. “USA Rugby will now venture into a new era and ensure the sport’s most treasured 
event is a springboard for creating lasting, sustainable enthusiasm and passion for rugby from 
coast to coast. We look forward to partnering with World Rugby in the years ahead to ensure 
that our preparations for these tournaments and the events themselves are a paradigm-shifting 
catalyst for the growth of our sport, not only here in the United States but around the world.” 
 
“World Rugby’s decision to name the United States the host nation of the 2031 and 2033 Rugby 
World Cups is a testament to the strength of our bid – including the incredible cities and 
stadiums ready to host, the commitment of the dedicated USA Rugby community, the passion 
exhibited by rugby fans around the country and the United States’ unparalleled ability to put on 
world-class sporting events,” said USA Rugby World Cup Bid Chair Jim Brown. “At every step of 
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this bid process, World Rugby, USA Rugby and our stakeholders have been thoughtful and 
valued partners. There is no doubt that by working together, USA Rugby and World Rugby can 
deliver on our promise of successful Rugby World Cup events that will serve as benchmarks for 
future host nations.” 
 
World Rugby Chairman Sir Bill Beaumont said: “Today, we have approved three exceptional 
Rugby World Cup host nations – England, Australia and USA – providing unprecedented 
certainty and an unparalleled opportunity to accelerate the growth and impact of rugby 
globally. It is great for rugby, for fans and for the host nations. The confirmation of host 
locations is supported by a new partnership approach to event delivery that will power long-
term, sustainable development, including in the USA and across the women’s game, enabling 
the sport to realize its global potential on and off the field. Today is a landmark moment for the 
sport, and an exciting development for fans. I would like to congratulate everyone involved in 
making this dream a reality as we look to deliver a truly global sport for all.” 
 
World Rugby Chief Executive Alan Gilpin added: “As a sport and an international federation, it 
is imperative that we continually seek new ways to ensure that the sport converts clear 
potential into impactful outcomes, and today’s decision reflects that commitment. A 
partnership approach will enable us to develop robust strategic objectives that are great for the 
host nation and great for rugby and build efficiencies of delivery and resourcing, helping to 
reduce hosting costs from the outset, while maximizing fan engagement, revenue and delivery 
opportunities. All of which will lead to even greater direct investment back into the game at all 
levels. We look forward to continuing our engagement with the host partners to deliver the 
stage for the world’s best players to perform and a festival to excite and engage fans from 
around the world, growing the rugby movement.” 
 
USA Rugby and the United States’ Rugby World Cup Bid Committee pursued a novel bid 
approach by seeking the opportunity to host Men’s and Women’s tournaments back to back in 
2031 and 2033. This model will provide the ideal framework to grow the game over the next 
decade and establish the infrastructure to deliver on two incredible world-class events. 
Metropolitan areas across the United States are ready to welcome global rugby fans. With 
National Football League and Major League Soccer stadiums around the country actively 
competing for the opportunity to host Rugby World Cup matches, as well as a strong national 
infrastructure for coordinating large-scale events, the United States is sure to put on incredible 
tournaments in 2031 and 2033. 
 
Now that the United States has officially been named the host nation, the following localities 
will continue to pursue the opportunity to host matches in either or both Rugby World Cup 
tournaments: Atlanta, GA; Austin, TX; Baltimore, MD; Birmingham, AL; Boston, MA; Charlotte, 
NC; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Denver, CO; Glendale, AZ; Houston, TX; Kansas City, MO; Los 
Angeles, CA; Miami, FL; Minneapolis, MN; Nashville, TN; New Orleans, LA; New York/New 
Jersey; Orlando, FL; Philadelphia, PA; Pittsburgh, PA; San Diego, CA; San Francisco Bay Area, CA; 
Seattle, WA and Washington, D.C. 



 

Plans to host Rugby World Cup tournaments in the United States in 2031 and 2033 have already 
received widespread support from around the country – from casual sports fans to the 
President of the United States. In a letter written to World Rugby last month, President Biden 
voiced strong support for the bid on behalf of the United States. Additionally, research 
conducted by the bid committee revealed that 93 percent of rugby fans and 80 percent of 
sports fans support a United States-hosted Men’s or Women’s Rugby World Cup. 
 
A projected 4.1 million fans could attend both the Men’s and Women’s Rugby World Cup 
events in the United States. Recent Rugby World Cup tournaments have yielded more than 
242,000 international fans from around the world to host countries and have seen more than 
1.7 million spectators flock to stadiums, generating significant revenue at the local and national 
level. USA Rugby and World Rugby will now lead a multi-year effort to build anticipation for 
2031 and 2033, while developing infrastructure to guarantee successful tournaments. 
Additionally, USA Rugby will use the next decade to drive significant investment in the game at 
the youth level, increase access to and diversity in rugby, take rugby to the next level at the 
high school and college levels, and grow USA Rugby membership to 450,000 members by the 
beginning of the 2031 Men’s Rugby World Cup. 
 
Young concluded, “Today is a historic moment for the game of rugby, however the real journey 
begins now and it is one we are excited and prepared to embark on.” 
 
Local Interview Options: 
Katherine Holland, KC2026 World Cup Bid Director 
Nichole Robinson, Director of National Events for the Kansas City Sports Commission 
 
Digital assets provided by USA Rugby. 

About Kansas City Sports Commission and Foundation 
The mission of the Kansas City Sports Commission & Foundation is to drive Kansas City’s overall sports strategy, to enrich the quality of life, 
create economic impact and raise visibility for our region.  As a privately-funded nonprofit, we are entirely dependent on your support.  For 
the latest on Kansas City Sports Commission news, follow on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube.  Also follow the Garmin Kansas 
City Marathon on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 

About WIN for KC 
The Women’s Intersport Network for Kansas City (WIN for KC), was established in 1994 under the umbrella of the Greater Kansas City 
Sports Commission, with the mission to ignite girls and women through advocating and promoting the lifetime value of sports and fitness, 
while providing opportunities for participation and leadership development.  WIN is a volunteer, membership-driven organization that 
operates as a program of the Kansas City Sports Commission and Foundation. For more information, visit WINforKC.org. For the latest on 
WIN for KC news, follow on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 
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